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Welcome to the Strokestown Tidy Towns Group 3-year plan

This plan is designed to guide the work of us as a Committee, and our amazing
volunteers, for the period 2022 - 2024.

We do not intend for it to specifically detail all of the excellent work carried
out by Strokestown Tidy Towns Group but to provide direction.

First of all we set out our Key Projects ~ major projects that will have greatest
impact for Strokestown.

Then we have a yearly schedule of tasks that will address our work towards all
aspects of Tidy Towns categories.

Finally, a series of ongoing tasks and projects is given. These include multi~
year initiatives that may extend beyond the duration of this plan.

Where relevant and possible this plan incorporates United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals, introduced internationally in 2015 to end poverty,
improve health and education, reduce inequality, spur economic growth and
tackle climate change.
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A Brief History

Strokestown is one of Ireland's few planned towns, showing evidence of
formally aligned streets and prominent public buildings.

Our town makes a feature of the second-~widest street in Ireland and
Strokestown Park House, an 18th-century mansion which is home to the
National Famine Museum, remembering the Great Famine of 1845

The name "Strokestown" is a partial translation of the original Irish language
name, Béal Atha na mBuilli, which meant "the mouth of the ford of the
strokes" ("mouth" referring to the Bumlin River, running through the
demesne).

According to one theory, "strokes" referred to ancient clan battles that took
place in the area ~ another hypothesis has suggested that "strokes" signified the
use of agricultural implements.
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Impressions of Strokestown

In producing this 3~year plan the Committee of Strokestown Tidy Towns
Group has been able to utilise (and benefit from) feedback, suggestions and
comments provided by many years of national Tidy Towns competition
judges/assessors.

This has enabled us to produce a plan that highlights our community
strengths and recognises where improvement work can be undertaken
(always ensuring reference to national competition baselines).

From the Judges: what are we doing well?

‘... You have designed and published your new website:
https://strokestowntidytowns.weebly.com/ - packed with tips, advice and information ...”

‘... You have support from groups, businesses, schools efc all working fogether ...”

‘... Working closely with residential estates, over 500 bulbs were distributed and new fruit
tfrees were planted ...”

‘... Your Facebook page regularly shares community, regional and national events and
news...”

“... We have loved your 2022 & 2023 Tractor Runs ...”

174

. We loved the inclusive nature of your 2022 & 2023 Junior Tractor Runs ...”

174

. The returb of the Tourism Information booth is fo be applauded ...”

174

.. Planting around the water-pump at the R368 junction looked well ...”

174

.. Congratulations on the production of the Local Biodiversity guide

Strokestown Tidy Town Group
e-mu
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https://strokestowntidytowns.weebly.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Strokestowntidytowngroup
https://d.docs.live.net/afb9e419c99b9ca7/Documents/Tidy%20Towns%2025-04-24/CIP/Strokestown%20Tidy%20Towns%20-%20Biodiversity.pdf

From the Judges: improvement ideas

‘... Use your Facebook page and website to provide an on-line suggestion box for the
community ...”

‘... There is poor signage at and around the Recycling banks ...”

‘... The lovely window setting of the Fost Oftfice could be revitalised and made more
colourful ...”

‘... The “SIi na Slainte” sign at St John’s Church of Ireland needs fo be replaced ...”

‘... We have been disappointed with the industrial metal frame erected around the
weighbridge which distracts from this heritage feature ...”

“... Recycling banks themselves were grubby and would noft entice you to recycle here —
maybe place some nice planters here ...”

“... Planting either side of Bawn Gates enfrance needs attention ...”

B CLorng
BANK

Using previous years Judges improvement ideas, talking with Strokestown
residents and businesses and incorporating Committee suggestions we have
produced detailed year-on-year Community Improvement Plans for 2022,
2023, and 2024.

This itemises agreed tasks and respective actions and is regularly published for
wider community awareness via our Strokestown Tidy Towns Group website.

For the purposes of this overarching 3-year plan we have extracted a set of
Key Projects.

We consider these to be the projects that will have the greatest positive impact
on our town, its landscape and natural environment over this time.

They are also the projects that will demand the greatest time and resources of
Strokestown Tidy Towns Group and our supporters.
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https://d.docs.live.net/afb9e419c99b9ca7/Documents/Tidy%20Towns%2025-04-24/CIP/Strokestown%20Tidy%20Towns%20-%20Community%20Improvement%20Plan%202022.pdf
https://d.docs.live.net/afb9e419c99b9ca7/Documents/Tidy%20Towns%2025-04-24/CIP/Strokestown%20Tidy%20Towns%20-%20Community%20Improvement%20Plan%202023.pdf
https://d.docs.live.net/afb9e419c99b9ca7/Documents/Tidy%20Towns%2025-04-24/CIP/Strokestown%20Tidy%20Towns%20-%20Community%20Improvement%20Plan%202024.pdf
https://strokestowntidytowns.weebly.com/

Key Projects

Key Project 1: Love Our Town
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The Scoop the Poop programme sees us working alongside the Strokestown community (groups,
businesses and residents) and the Environment Department of Roscommon County Council to raise
awareness of the legalities and moralities of preventing dog fouling.

Using our Facebook social media feed (accompanied by distribution of related information into
local businesses, our Library and through partner community groups) we are determined to
positively engage with identified perpetrators to highlight their responsibilities.

We are in close, and regular correspondence with our Council to obtain additional MuttMitt bins
(providing strong, easy-~to-use bags for waste collection) for placing around town. To aid the
correct use of MuttMitt bags we will produce a clear User Guide.

We are also liaising with Roscommon County Council to explore the legalities of using CCTV to
identify perpetrators, following recent changes to the appropriate law.

Tidy Towns Category: Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement / Streetscape & Public Areas /
Sustainability - Doing more with Less / Tidiness & Litter Control / Residential Streets & Housing Areas
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https://www.facebook.com/Strokestowntidytowngroup/posts/pfbid02WubvLGHhRDKft994y2drzegnu7rFZc4CmNgv6oPktQy4Fiwe6woXhiGVKBziFdQal

Key Project 2: Give us the tools

Taa chur“a'g”‘ obair

RSS

Rural Social Scheme

Historically Strokestown has been poorly served by national and regional decisions on numbers
allocated to assist under the TUS, CE and RSS schemes — we have been able to evidence greater
support being provided to Tidy Towns groups in a number of other counties and communities.

In conjunction with the Sliabh Bawn Community Amenity Group (a collaboration of local Tidy
Towns / Development Groups) our Chair has:

» held a number of meetings and conversations with relevant authorities working to increase
numbers allocated. CE scheme being redrafted nationally. An identified issue is that
Strokestown is covered by Longford DSP but relevant TUS / CE / RSS applications are
processed by Roscommon DSP.

» contacted local Senators and TDs to identify ways of improving allocations.

» produced a detailed report detailing essential Strokestown need and comparing our
provision to that of other communities. This has been handed personally to Minister Heather
Humphreys (Minister for Social Protection) but, to date, little progress has been made.
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Key Project 3: Connecting our past and future

We are planning to develop Strokestown Grotto to re-engage the community with this important
recreational / amenity area.

To do this we plan to:

* redesign the layout of existing pathways to provide a distinct journey and improve access for
those less mobile.

* extend paved areas surrounding existing seating/table areas.

* clean and repaint shrine fencing.

* lop/remove non-indigenous trees.

* make a feature of existing metal seating, focusing on the passage of time.

* acknowledge our relationship with Brothers of Charity by planting a Sensory Garden.

* introduce a raised planter area — to be maintained by Strokestown Womens’ Shed.

* establish a range of bird and bat boxes, to encourage greater site biodiversity.

* designate a specific area to be a Community Garden — to be maintained by the Green Hub
Gardening Club.

*install a purpose-built, heritage-focused, Pergola / covered seating area.

In addition we have introduced a Community Flag project. We have funded the purchase and
installation of a flagpole, and (following close liaison with other community groups) have
purchased flags for all, showing individual group logos. This has enabled us to develop strong
cross-community group cohesion by using these flags to promote events happening across
Strokestown.
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Key Project 4: Working to a common aim

The Strokestown Christmas Tractor Run started in 2022, directly linking into the successful
community Strokestown Christmas Market, with over 40 tractors (all decorated with Christmas
lighting) taking part.

As part of the same event, as part of our inclusivity aims, we also held a ‘Junior Run’ with over
25 local children taking part.

Our key aim in organising this is to share the event with other Community Groups, enabling us
to develop long-term relationships (whilst not ignoring the positive financial fund-raising this
event provides).

The first two years have been immensely successful and the event has been positively welcomed
by residents, visitors and participants.

2023 saw the event expand to incorporate a large fleet of festively illuminated large trucks, in
addition to tractors (not forgetting the ‘“fleet’ of amazingly lit children’s carts and buggies) —
with participants arriving from across Connacht and beyond.

As a committee we are determined to continue building on previous year’s positive feedback and
the 2024 event is already in the early stages of planning.
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The Strokestown Tidy Towns Group Community Cohesion & Clean-Up Day is designed to
provide the following benefits:

Community Cohesion: over the last two years (as part of our community receiving unplanned
numbers of new residents from outside of Ireland) an important factor in our annual event has
been encouraging these individuals and families to participate — improving community
involvement and understanding.

Social interaction: a key element of our project is encouraging and enhancing the Social
Interaction element of the Community Cohesion & Clean~Up Day -~ bringing the differing
Strokestown elements together (irrespective of ability, age, gender, ethnicity) and developing
new relationships -~ all working to a communal cause, the improvement of Strokestown.

Physical effort: although very light work, the Clean-Up Day encourages participants to be active
— walking, bending and stretching — especially relevant to participants with mobility issues.

Mental stimulation: by incorporating all of the above~-mentioned benefits the Community
Cohesion & Clean-~-Up Day also supports mental well-being by showing how the time given by
participants helps Strokestown.

This is also a great way of making a great impact in a short period. All we ask is for attendees to
#GiveOneHour — accumulating to a great multiple result.

Our 2022 and 2023 events were a huge community success providing a fantastic focal point
enabling us to engage with all ‘corners’ of Strokestown.

Tidy Towns Category: Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement / Streetscape & Public Areas /
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Key Project 6: Working together for a better future
Strokestown 2040

A Town Centre First Plan

Strokestown

The Strokestown Town Centre First (TCF) Plan is an ambitious strategy that defining a pathway for

the revival and rejuvenation of our once vibrant market town.
It sets out a 17~year vision for the town, reflecting what it can mean to be in Strokestown in 2040.

In December 2021, Phase 1 funding was announced as part of the Government’s ‘Town Centre
First’ policy. As part of the initial phase of the programme Roscommon County Council received a
budget allocation to support the development of a Town Centre First Plan for Strokestown.

As a partner Community Group we intend to work alongside Strokestown Town Team to facilitate
a ‘Town Centre First’ project introducing colourful planting into all beds below
trees running parallel to Church Street and Bawn Street.

In addition we will ensure that all newly introduced green areas (arising from any confirmed
Town Centre First projects) are suitably resourced by Roscommon County Council to guarantee
suitable maintenance is correctly funded and actioned.

Tidy Towns Category: Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement / Streetscape & Public Areas /

Green Spaces & Landscaping / Nature & Biodiversity in your Locality / Sustainability - Doing more with
Less / Tidiness & Litter Control / Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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OUR COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT PLAN
Projects planned for Year 1 (2022)

Project

Promote role, remit and actions of Tidy Towns at Easter
Parade.

Tidy Towns Category

Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement
Streetscape & Public Areas

Green Spaces & Landscaping

Nature & Biodiversity in your Locality
Sustainability - Doing more with Less
Tidiness & Litter Confrol

Residential Streets & Housing Areas
Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

Encourage educational awareness of Tidy Towns.

Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement
Streetscape & Public Areas

Green Spaces & Landscaping

Nature & Biodiversity in your Locality
Sustainability -~ Doing more with Less
Tidiness & Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas
Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

Liaise with Cloontuskert Tidy Towns to distribute free
indigenous trees to local schools, community estates and
groups.

Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement
Streetscape & Public Areas

Green Spaces & Landscaping

Nature & Biodiversity in your Locality
Sustainability ~ Doing more with Less
Residential Streets & Housing Areas
Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

Liaise with Caseys (Roscommon) to obtain free fruit trees for
distribution around community.

Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement
Streetscape & Public Areas

Green Spaces & Landscaping

Nature & Biodiversity in your Locality
Sustainability - Doing more with Less
Residential Streets & Housing Areas
Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

Reintroduce weekly Weekend Litter-picks.

Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement
Streetscape & Public Areas

Green Spaces & Landscaping

Tidiness & Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas
Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

Improve visible floral welcome into Strokestown from all
entrance points.

Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement
Streetscape & Public Areas

Green Spaces & Landscaping

Nature & Biodiversity in your Locality
Sustainability ~ Doing more with Less
Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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Project Tidy Towns Category

Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement
Streetscape & Public Areas

Green Spaces & Landscaping

Nature & Biodiversity in your Locality
Sustainapility - Doing more with Less
Residential Streets & Housing Areas

Provide compost bins to residents of Tower View estate.

Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement
Arrange for indigenous wild flowering of land encompassing | Green Spaces & Landscaping

Strokestown Primary Care Centre on Caslin Way. Nature & Biodiversity in your Locality
Sustainability - Doing more with Less

Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement
Streetscape & Public Areas

Green Spaces & Landscaping

Nature & Biodiversity in your Locality
Sustainability ~ Doing more with Less
Tidiness & Litter Confrol

Residential Streets & Housing Areas
Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

Introduce a community ‘Adopt-a-Tree’ scheme whereby
selected households will have responsibility for upkeep of
under-tree beds.

Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement
Green Spaces & Landscaping
Nature & Biodiversity in your Locality

Open up Cloonslanor Burial Ground to Strokestown residents
and visitors.
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OUR COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT PLAN
Projects planned for Year 2 (2023)

Project

Tidy Towns Category

Maintain and develop projects commenced in 2022.

Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement
Streetscape & Public Areas

Green Spaces & Landscaping

Nature & Biodiversity in your Locality
Sustainapility - Doing more with Less
Tidiness & Litter Confrol

Residential Streets & Housing Areas
Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

Welcome to Strokestown:

Purchase, plant and maintain recycled planters at Bridge
Street.

Relocate existing underused planters to plot in front of St.
Mary’s School.

Plant donated fruit trees across Strokestown community
(Longford Road, The Forge, Bridge Street, Tower View).

Liaise with Scoil Mhuire to donate planting to school
horticulture group.

Work with An Taisce students to plant trees across community
housing estates.

Hold estate-based Tree Planting info session, in conjunction
with Green Hub Gardening Club.

Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement
Streetscape & Public Areas

Green Spaces & Landscaping

Nature & Biodiversity in your Locality
Sustainability ~ Doing more with Less
Residential Streets & Housing Areas
Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

Take responsibility for maintenance / future planting of
‘Welcome’ flowerbed at Turnafarn (Bridge Street / Longford
Road).

Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement
Streetscape & Public Areas

Green Spaces & Landscaping

Nature & Biodiversity in your Locality
Sustainability ~ Doing more with Less
Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

Develop structured year-on-year flower growing / planting
schedule to ensure consistency of approach.

Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement
Streetscape & Public Areas

Green Spaces & Landscaping

Nature & Biodiversity in your Locality
Sustainability ~ Doing more with Less
Residential Streets & Housing Areas
Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

Explore the logistics of erecting of Church Street / Bawn Street
/ Elphin Street ‘teardrop’ lamppost flags, to link in with
Community Flag project (promoting community groups and
key events).

Community - Your Planning & Involvement
Streetscape & Public Areas

Green Spaces & Landscaping

Nature & Biodiversity in your Locality
Sustainability ~ Doing more with Less
Tidiness & Litter Conftrol

Residential Streets & Housing Areas
Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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Project Tidy Towns Category

Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement
Green Spaces & Landscaping

Residential Streets & Housing Areas
Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement
Streetscape & Public Areas

Green Spaces & Landscaping

Sustainability - Doing more with Less
Tidiness & Litter Control

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

TidyTowns to become ‘funding engine’ for community groups
and Residents’ Associations providing guidance / training on
how to identify and apply for local /national funding streams.

Reintroduce waste bins into town centre.
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OUR COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT PLAN
Projects planned for Year 3 (2024)

Project

Tidy Towns Category

Maintain and develop projects commenced in 2022 & 2023.

Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement
Streetscape & Public Areas

Green Spaces & Landscaping

Nature & Biodiversity in your Locality
Sustainability - Doing more with Less
Tidiness & Litter Confrol

KResidential Streets & Housing Areas
Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

Tidy Towns promotional noticeboard to be considered for
placing at central point of community.

Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement

Improve signage attached to Bring Bank site to aid community
awareness and increase use.

Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement
Streetscape & Public Areas

Sustainability - Doing more with Less
Tidiness & Litter Confrol

Improve community watering functionality

Purchase robust Solar Water pump to extract water from
Bumlin River (existing natural asset) — to be located in Grotto
— extracted water to be stored in IBC for onward distribution.

Appropriate funding stream to be identified.

Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement
Green Spaces & Landscaping

Nature & Biodiversity in your Locality
Sustainability ~ Doing more with Less
Residential Streets & Housing Areas
Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

Community Event enhancement

Purchase large inflatable tent (to be adorned with community
group logos) — to be used for major Tidy Towns events — to be
made available to other community groups for use.

Appropriate funding stream to be identified.

Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement
Sustainability ~ Doing more with Less

Wildflower planting to be introduced to site at Tulsk Road
entrance into Strokestown

Green Spaces & Landscaping
Nature & Biodiversity in your Locality
Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

Link with Strokestown Library to gain access to their in-house
TV system, enabling us to promote TidyTowns work

Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement

Liaise with Roscommon PPN to promote Strokestown Tidy
Towns Group via county-wide newsletter

Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement

Produce Christmas card for distribution into community
thanking individuals, groups and businesses for support.

Community - Your Planning & Involvement

Identify a suitable central storage unit to hold equipment /
provide workers + volunteers with dry meeting point.

Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement

Sustainability ~ Doing more with Less
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ONGOING PROJECTS
Projects running from 2025 onwards

Project

Tidy Towns Category

Increase numbers of TUS and CE workers allocated to
Strokestown Tidy Towns Group.

Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement
Streetscape & Public Areas

Green Spaces & Landscaping

Nature & Biodiversity in your Locality
Sustainability - Doing more with Less
Tidiness & Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas
Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

Develop direct walking trail between Strokestown
Park House / National Famine Museum and
Cloonslanor Burial Ground.

Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement
Streetscape & Public Areas

Nature & Biodiversity in your Locality
Residential Streets & Housing Areas
Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

Work with community and County Council to raise
awareness of issues surrounding dog fouling.

Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement
Streetscape & Fublic Areas

Green Spaces & Landscaping

Tidiness & Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas
Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

Support long-term implementation of Town Centre
It project.

Ensure that Tidy Towns voice is heard during all
related meetings + discussions.

Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement
Streetscape & Public Areas

Green Spaces & Landscaping

Nature & Biodiversity in your Locality
Sustainability ~ Doing more with Less
Tidiness & Litter Control

Residential Streets & Housing Areas
Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

Introduce a Community Champion Award

Residents submit entries stating who is doing
outstanding community TidyTowns-style work
(describing what they’ve done).

Hold quarterly Facebook draw and award donated
<ift (SuperValu voucher) to winner.

Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement

Continue and develop existing association with
Ardcarne Garden Centre.

Community - Your Planning & Involvement
Streetscape & Public Areas

Green Spaces & Landscaping

Nature & Biodiversity in your Locality
Sustainability ~ Doing more with Less
Residential Streets & Housing Areas
Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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Project

Tidy Towns Category

Progress ongoing plans to develop Grotto into an
enhanced, inclusive recreational area.

Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement
Streetscape & Public Areas

Green Spaces & Landscaping

Nature & Biodiversity in your Locality
Sustainability - Doing more with Less
Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

Replace / redesign existing bins (Elphin Street) to
ensure consistency of aesthetics, reduce public abuse
and reduce avian interference.

Increase number of public waste bins in town centre.

Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement
Streetscape & Public Areas

Sustainability -~ Doing more with Less
Tidiness & Litter Confrol

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

Ensure funding applications are completed to a
‘ready-to-go’ state (to include project costings, all
required planning permissions etc).

Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement

Maintain and develop existing Strokestown Tidy
Towns website, providing all users with direct access
to ongoing plans, proposals, guidance and news.

Community ~ Your Planning & Involvement
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